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PURPOSE 
The Board of Directors of the Communal Studies Association has authorized the publi- 
cation of Communal Societies to provide an outlet for manuscripts representing original 
research and analysis of historic and current communal groups. The widest range 
of academic disciplines shall be represented. Authors should write articles that will 
effectively transmit information across disciplines. 

MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION 
Communal Societies is published annually in the fall under the general sponsorship of 
the Communal Studies Association. The offices of the Association are located at the 
Center for Communal Studies, University of Southern Indiana, 8600 University Boule- 
vard, Evansville, Indiana 47712-3593. The Executive Secretary is Dr. Donald E. Janzen. 

Address manuscripts and editorial correspondence to Dr. Donald F. Durnbaugh, 
Communal Societies, Juniata College, Box 948, Huntington, PA 16652. Books for review 
should be addressed to Jonathan G. Andelson, Department of Anthropology, Grinnell 
College, Grinnell, Iowa 50112. Authors should prepare their manuscripts in accordance 
with guidelines in chapter two of The Chicago Manual of Style for Authors, Editors, and 
Copywriters. Authors will find Kate L. Turabian's practical typists' version of the Chicago 
Manual much more usable: A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 
4th ed. (Chicago: Universiiy of Chicago Press, 1973). Except for quotations, manu- 
scripts must be in English, although exceptional articles in major languages will be 
considered. Manuscripts should be submitted in three copies, one of which must be 
the original (no carbons), and they must be double-spaced with an inch-and-a-half 
margin on all sides. 

Footnotes must be numbered consecutively throughout the manuscript; double- 
spaced; grouped together on pages separate from the manuscript; and modeled on the 
examples given in the Chicago Manual or Turabian. Authors alone are responsible for 
the contents of their articles. 

Articles appearing in this journal are abstracted and indexed in Historical Abstracts, 
America: History and Life and Religion Index Two: Multi-Author Works. 

BUSINESS, MEMBERSHIPS, AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Address all business correspondence, including requests for reprint permission, to 
Communal Studies Association, Center for Communal Studies, University of Southern 
Indiana, 8600 University Boulevard, Evansville, Indiana 47712-3593. Annual member- 
ship is $25 regular, $50 sustaining, $15 student, and $50 institutional. 

Membership includes the annual issue of Communal Societies, the CSA Newsletter 
and the annual conference program. All changes of address must include both the old 
and the new address. Single copies of the journal are currently $15 each. 

Second-class postage paid at Evansville, Indiana 47712. Copyright © 1994 by the 
Communal Studies Association. 



Editorship of Communal Societies changes after this 
issue. Consequently, manuscript submissions and 
editorial correspondence should in future be 
directed to: 

Prof. Donald Durnbaugh 
Editor, Communal Societies 
Juniata College 
Box 948 
Huntingdon, PA 16652 
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From the Editor 

THIS IS THE EIGHTH VOLUME of Communal Societies I have ed- 
ited, and it will be my last. I took over the editor's chair from Mario 
De Pillis in 1987, and it's time for a new voice. I'm delighted that 
that new voice will be Donald Durnbaugh's. Donald Durnbaugh is a 
distinguished scholar as well as a staunch member of the Communal 
Studies Association. In relying upon him from time to time for manu- 
script readings, I have come to appreciate his intellectual breadth and 
rigor. CS could not be in better hands. 

Over the last eight years, I have accumulated many intellectual 
debts, too numerous to inventory here. But by way of paying collec- 
tive thanks, I want especially to pay tribute to the many scholars who 
have lent their time to the process of manuscript evaluation. They 
include, of course, my associate editors and members of the editorial 
board, but many others as well from disciplines that ranged from 
psychology and anthropology to religious studies. They have made 
my task easier, but—more importantly—the constructive criticism 
they rendered redounded to the benefit of both authors and readers, 
and many strong manuscripts became stronger still as a result of their 
astute advice. 

One of the great pleasures of this job has been that of watching 
the stream of research that comes in, and what I will miss most is the 
opportunity to see the shape of communal scholarship as it develops. 
While some areas of strength and activity were predictable (Shaker 
and kibbutz studies, for examples), there were the constant surprises 
that came from historic communities rediscovered, new archives 
mined, and contemporary communities receiving their initial schol- 
arly examinations. 

If there have been great pleasures, there have also been occa- 
sional disappointments. The one to which I keep coming back is a 
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category of manuscript that, with only a few exceptions, did not cross 
my desk. Amid all the intellectual riches, was a curious lacuna: little 
work that was either broadly theoretical or comparative—precisely 
the genres that have dominated so much modern social science. Even 
as extraordinarily rich case studies continued to add to our data base 
on communal life, there seemed to be few willing to risk synthesizing 
from them. While the sheer volume of data is certainly daunting, and 
becoming more so on a virtually daily basis, its very bulk demands 
that we try to make sense of it. 

So I hope among future CS contributors there will be those will- 
ing to try to bring the growing masses of information together in 
order to reveal the patterns in the tapestry. As a reader, I can't wait. 

Michael Barkun 


